Behavioral changes before metritis diagnosis in dairy cows.
Metritis is common in the days after calving and can reduce milk production and reproductive performance. The aim of this study was to identify changes in feeding and social behavior at the feed bunk, as well as changes in lying behavior before metritis diagnosis. Initially healthy Holstein cows were followed from 3 wk before to 3 wk after calving. Behaviors at the feed bunk were recorded using an electronic feeding system. Lying behavior was recorded using data loggers. Metritis, based upon the characteristics of vaginal discharge at d 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15 after calving, was diagnosed in 74 otherwise healthy cows. Behavior of these cows, beginning 2 wk before calving until the day of diagnosis, was compared with 98 healthy cows (never diagnosed with any health disorder, including ketosis, mastitis, and lameness) during the transition period. During the 2 wk before calving, cows later diagnosed with metritis had reduced lying time and fewer lying bouts compared with healthy cows. In the 3 d before clinical diagnosis, cows that developed metritis ate less, consumed fewer meals, were replaced more often at the feed bunk, and had fewer lying bouts of longer duration compared with healthy cows. We concluded that changes in feeding as well as social and lying behavior could contribute to identification of cows at risk of metritis.